Over half of the world's population lives in an urban setting (Worldwatch Institute, 2007) , where ornamental plants provide environments that encourage the presence of wildlife and plant diversity (Damschen et al., 2006) and offer a myriad of social and economic benefits (Lohr et al., 2007; Wolf, 2004) . However, continued reduction in limited natural resources worldwide increasingly necessitates novel approaches for the incorporation of low maintenance and low-input plant materials into urban landscapes (Cook, 1996; Dewey et al., 2006) .
The popularity of ornamental grasses for use in urban landscapes, parks, median strips, parking lot borders, and for erosion control on slopes has increased in recent years (Loram et al., 2008; Wilson and Knox, 2006) . Although native and nonnative grasses are considered central to many U.S. urban landscapes (Beard and Green, 1994; Fender, 2006) , there is an increasing consumer demand for low-input naturally occurring grass species for various horticultural applications, especially in semiarid regions of the western United States (Dewey et al., 2006; Thetford et al., 2009 (Wilson, 2011) .
Drought tolerant, tall-statured (>40 cm tall), western U.S. indigenous grasses with intense multicolored culms and panicles are not commercially available for low-input ornamental applications. The genus Festuca contains about 300 genetically diverse, wideand narrow-leaved perennial, tufted and rhizomatous grass species, of which several possess drought tolerance and have attributes useful for low-input applications (Ruemmele et al., 2003) . For instance, some fine-leaved Festuca species [e.g., F. rubra var. commutata Gaud.; F. ovina var. duriuscala (L.) Koch] remain relatively green under high temperatures (e.g., >30°C) and drought conditions, and have been useful for a variety of turf applications (Aronson et al., 1987; Ruemmele et al., 2003) . In 1982, the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) Bridger Plant Materials Center (BPMC) collected seed from an indigenous fine-leaved Festuca population in a semiarid region near Busby, MT, and designated it FEID 9025897. This population possesses tall-statured genotypes with multicolored stems (Staub et al., 2014) and is the source for the naturally occurring ornamental Festuca germplasms described herein for use in semiarid growing environments. showed that the vast majority (>98%) were sterile (degenerated pistils and stamens) (Staub et al., 2014) . Moreover, subsequent broad-based AFLP and cytogenetic examinations of these FEID 9025897 plants indicated that this population likely originated from a naturalized mating between F. idahoensis (4x) and F. ovina (2x), resulting in partially and fully sterile triploid (3x) and possibly aneuploid progeny (Staub et al., 2014) .
Origin

Plant Evaluation
Of the 270 plants examined by Staub et al. (2014) , 19 were comparatively vigorous, relatively tall, and possessed multicolored culms suggesting their potential for lowinput western U.S. urban horticultural applications. These 19 plants were lifted from a field and cloned in the greenhouse to compare their cytology, genetic structure, relative plant vigor (size, color, and transition from winter to spring growth), aboveground dry weight (biomass), persistence, and plant habit and coloration with commercial rangeland cultivar controls Nezpur (4x; F. , and 1.5% organic matter), Utah. Plants were spaced 0.5 m within the rows and 1 m between rows (20,000 plants/ha) with Durar or 'Covar' used as endand side-borders.
To evaluate plant materials under lowinput irrigation, water was applied by overhead sprinklers to field capacity only when the average soil moisture tension was less than 3.5 bars, as measured by a Delmhorst KS-D1 moisture tester and 12 gypsum soil blocks (Dolmhorst Instrument Co., Towaco, NJ) randomly placed throughout the trial at a soil depth of 9 inches. This resulted in an average irrigation frequency of once every 3 weeks in Vernon, UT, and once every month in Logan and Kaysville, UT, during the summer (June, July, and August) months. No supplemental fertilizer was applied to plants at planting, during establishment, or at any point during the experiment. Plots were hand-weeded each year from May to August and broadleaf weeds were also controlled with herbicide [mixture of 2,4-D (30.56%), mecoprop-p (8.17%), and dicamba (2.77%); MEC Amine-D; Loveland Products, Greeley, CO; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) registration no. 34704-239] application once in April or May of each year at a rate of 3.0 (2,4-D), 0.8 (mecoprop-p), and 0.3 (dicamba) g · ha -1 a.i. During the first 2 weeks of May of each year (2014 and 2015) , the relative plant vigor of all entries was assessed using a 11-point visual rating scale from 0 to 5 (0.5 as units), where plant vigor (size, color, and transition from winter to spring growth) was defined as 0 = plant dead, 2.5 = plants possessing moderate biomass or leaf blade length with green (light to dark) foliage (tussock evident), and 5 = green plants having comparatively abundant aboveground biomass and/ or long leaf blade length. During the last 2 weeks of June of each year, the height (centimeters) of each plant was measured as the distance from the plant base (soil surface) to the top of the highest floret at full anthesis (florets were gathered and straightened upward for measurement). Leaves and inflorescence spikes were harvested 10 cm aboveground when inflorescences were dry, then oven-dried at 60°C to estimate plant biomass as total aboveground dry weight (grams/plant). After aboveground harvesting, plant width was measured as the diameter of the remaining leaves and stems. Persistence and flowering percentage was determined by counting the number of plants alive and with at least one inflorescence, respectively, within each plot at the time of harvest.
Color of the tussock (base), culm, and panicle were obtained through visual evaluation as assessed once at each location by 4-8 judges in late June or early July when optimal coloration was observed among cloned plants, which was location and year dependent. Judges examined and characterized coloration separately for four areas (hereafter referred to as rating areas) of the plant: 1) the base (tussock), 2) lower third, 3) middle third, and 4) top third of inflorescences of all plants within a plot. To avoid intense sunlight and standardize for daytime light levels, all ratings were taken for all entries in a trial on a single, clear day between 0800 and 1100 HR. Trials were rated separately on different days and, where possible, with the same judges. Logistically, however, it was not possible for all judges to rate all three trials. Colors assigned by judges were based on approximate alignments with Royal Horticulture Society (RHS) color chart designations (edition V; rhscf.orgfree.com). Judges identified green (RHS 140A), blue-green (RHS 125A), gray (RHS N187D), brown (RHS 165A), yellow (RHS 4A), gold (RHS 7C), orange (RHS N25C), pink (RHS 67D), salmon (RHS 58C), maroon (RHS N79C), and purple (RHS N78A).
The average percentage color distribution (APCD) for each rating area was calculated over replications and judges for each entry as the sum of the ratings for that color divided by the total number of ratings multiplied by 100 [e.g., % green at the base = (green base ratings/total base ratings)*100]. In addition, judges assigned an overall color intensity rating of 1-5 (0.5 units; 1 = no color, 3 = moderate color intensity, and 5 = vibrant color intensity) to entries by plot (one value 
